Day 146
Text or Readings
John 3:23-36

Now John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much
water there. And they came and were baptized. For John had not yet been
thrown into prison. Then there arose a dispute between some of John’s
disciples and the Jews about purification. And they came to John and said to
him, “Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have
testified - behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him!” John answered
and said, “A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from
heaven. “You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but,
‘I have been sent before Him.’ “He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because
of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. “He must
increase, but I must decrease. “He who comes from above is above all; he who
is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is
above all. “And what He has seen and heard, that He testifies; and no one
receives His testimony. “He who has received His testimony has certified that
God is true. “For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God
does not give the Spirit by measure. “The Father loves the Son, and has given
all things into His hand. “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and
he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides
on him.”
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Even John, the beloved disciple, the one who most fully reflected the likeness of the Saviour,
did not naturally possess that loveliness of character. He was not only self-assertive and
ambitious for honor, but impetuous, and resentful under injuries. But as the character of the
Divine One was manifested to him, he saw his own deficiency and was humbled by the
knowledge. The strength and patience, the power and tenderness, the majesty and meekness,
that he beheld in the daily life of the Son of God, filled his soul with admiration and love. Day by
day his heart was drawn out toward Christ, until he lost sight of self in love for his Master. His
resentful, ambitious temper was yielded to the molding power of Christ. The regenerating
influence of the Holy Spirit renewed his heart. The power of the love of Christ wrought a
transformation of character. This is the sure result of union with Jesus. When Christ abides in
the heart, the whole nature is transformed. Christ's Spirit, His love, softens the heart, subdues
the soul, and raises the thoughts and desires toward God and heaven.
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