Day 145
Text or Readings
DA pgs 176-177
But Jesus was acquainted with the soil into which He cast the seed. The words spoken at night
to one listener in the lonely mountain were not lost. For a time Nicodemus did not publicly
acknowledge Christ, but he watched His life, and pondered His teachings. In the Sanhedrin
council he repeatedly thwarted the schemes of the priests to destroy Him. When at last Jesus
was lifted up on the cross, Nicodemus remembered the teaching upon Olivet: "As Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life." The light from that secret

interview illumined the cross upon Calvary, and Nicodemus saw in Jesus the world's
Redeemer.
After the Lord's ascension, when the disciples were scattered by persecution, Nicodemus came
boldly to the front. He employed his wealth in sustaining the infant church that the Jews had
expected to be blotted out at the death of Christ. In the time of peril he who had been so
cautious and questioning was firm as a rock, encouraging the faith of the disciples, and
furnishing means to carry forward the work of the gospel. He was scorned and persecuted by
those who had paid him reverence in other days. He became poor in this world's goods; yet he
faltered not in the faith which had its beginning in that night conference with Jesus.
Nicodemus related to John the story of that interview, and by his pen it was recorded for the
instruction of millions. The truths there taught are as important today as they were on that
solemn night in the shadowy mountain, when the Jewish ruler came to learn the way of life from
the lowly Teacher of Galilee.
SC pgs 72-73
When Christ took human nature upon Him, He bound humanity to Himself by a tie of love that
can never be broken by any power save the choice of man himself. Satan will constantly
present allurements to induce us to break this tie--to choose to separate ourselves from Christ.
Here is where we need to watch, to strive, to pray, that nothing may entice us to choose another
master; for we are always free to do this. But let us keep our eyes fixed upon Christ, and He will
preserve us. Looking unto Jesus, we are safe. Nothing can pluck us out of His hand. In
constantly beholding Him, we "are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by
the Spirit of the Lord." 2 Corinthians 3:18.
It was thus that the early disciples gained their likeness to the dear Saviour. When those
disciples heard the words of Jesus, they felt their need of Him. They sought, they found, they
followed Him. They were with Him in the house, at the table, in the closet, in the field. They were
with Him as pupils with a teacher, daily receiving from His lips lessons of holy truth. They looked
to Him, as servants to their master, to learn their duty. Those disciples were men "subject to like
passions as we are." James 5:17. They had the same battle with sin to fight. They needed the
same grace, in order to live a holy life.
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