Day 144
Text or Readings
DA pgs 175-176
How, then, are we to be saved? "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness," so the Son
of man has been lifted up, and everyone who has been deceived and bitten by the serpent may
look and live. "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." John 1:29. The
light shining from the cross reveals the love of God. His love is drawing us to Himself. If we do
not resist this drawing, we shall be led to the foot of the cross in repentance for the sins that
have crucified the Saviour. Then the Spirit of God through faith produces a new life in the soul.
The thoughts and desires are brought into obedience to the will of Christ. The heart, the mind,
are created anew in the image of Him who works in us to subdue all things to Himself. Then the
law of God is written in the mind and heart, and we can say with Christ, "I delight to do Thy will,
O my God." Ps. 40:8.
In the interview with Nicodemus, Jesus unfolded the plan of salvation, and His mission to the
world. In none of His subsequent discourses did He explain so fully, step by step, the work
necessary to be done in the hearts of all who would inherit the kingdom of heaven. At the very
beginning of His ministry He opened the truth to a member of the Sanhedrin, to the mind that
was most receptive, and to an appointed teacher of the people. But the leaders of Israel did not
welcome the light. Nicodemus hid the truth in his heart, and for three years there was little
apparent fruit.
SC pgs 71-72
When the mind dwells upon self, it is turned away from Christ, the source of strength and life.
Hence it is Satan's constant effort to keep the attention diverted from the Saviour and thus
prevent the union and communion of the soul with Christ. The pleasures of the world, life's
cares and perplexities and sorrows, the faults of others, or your own faults and imperfections -to any or all of these he will seek to divert the mind. Do not be misled by his devices. Many who
are really conscientious, and who desire to live for God, he too often leads to dwell upon their
own faults and weaknesses, and thus by separating them from Christ he hopes to gain the
victory. We should not make self the center and indulge anxiety and fear as to whether we shall
be saved. All this turns the soul away from the Source of our strength. Commit the keeping of
your soul to God, and trust in Him. Talk and think of Jesus. Let self be lost in Him. Put away all
doubt; dismiss your fears. Say with the apostle Paul, "I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
Himself for me." Galatians 2:20. Rest in God. He is able to keep that which you have committed
to Him. If you will leave yourself in His hands, He will bring you off more than conqueror through
Him that has loved you.
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