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Those who had been bitten by the serpents might have delayed to look. They might have
questioned how there could be efficacy in that brazen symbol. They might have demanded a
scientific explanation. But no explanation was given. They must accept the word of God to them
through Moses. To refuse to look was to perish.

Not through controversy and discussion is the soul enlightened. We must look and live.
Nicodemus received the lesson, and carried it with him. He searched the Scriptures in a new
way, not for the discussion of a theory, but in order to receive life for the soul. He began to see
the kingdom of heaven as he submitted himself to the leading of the Holy Spirit.

There are thousands today who need to learn the same truth that was taught to Nicodemus by
the uplifted serpent. They depend on their obedience to the law of God to commend them to His
favor. When they are bidden to look to Jesus, and believe that He saves them solely through
His grace, they exclaim, "How can these things be?"

Like Nicodemus, we must be willing to enter into life in the same way as the chief of sinners.
Than Christ, "there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved." Acts 4:12. Through faith we receive the grace of God; but faith is not our Saviour. It
earns nothing. It is the hand by which we lay hold upon Christ, and appropriate His merits, the
remedy for sin. And we cannot even repent without the aid of the Spirit of God. The Scripture
says of Christ, "Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." Acts 5:31. Repentance comes from Christ as
truly as does pardon.
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Jesus says, "Abide in Me." These words convey the idea of rest, stability, confidence. Again He
invites,"Come unto Me, . . . and | will give you rest." Matthew 11:28. The words of the psalmist
express the same thought: "Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him." And Isaiah gives the
assurance, "In quietness and in confidence shall be your strength." Psalm 37:7; Isaiah 30:15.
This rest is not found in inactivity; for in the Saviour's invitation the promise of rest is united with
the call to labor: "Take My yoke upon you: . . . and ye shall find rest." Matthew 11:29. The heart
that rests most fully upon Christ will be most earnest and active in labor for Him.
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