Day 142
Text or Readings
DA pgs 174-175
Nicodemus was being drawn to Christ. As the Saviour explained to him concerning the new
birth, he longed to have this change wrought in himself. By what means could it be
accomplished? Jesus answered the unspoken question: "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have eternal life."
Here was ground with which Nicodemus was familiar. The symbol of the uplifted serpent made
plain to him the Saviour's mission. When the people of Israel were dying from the sting of the
fiery serpents, God directed Moses to make a serpent of brass, and place it on high in the midst
of the congregation. Then the word was sounded throughout the encampment that all who
would look upon the serpent should live. The people well knew that in itself the serpent had no
power to help them. It was a symbol of Christ. As the image made in the likeness of the

destroying serpents was lifted up for their healing, so One made "in the likeness of sinful
flesh" was to be their Redeemer. Rom. 8:3. Many of the Israelites regarded the
sacrificial service as having in itself virtue to set them free from sin. God desired to
teach them that it had no more value than that serpent of brass. It was to lead their
minds to the Saviour. Whether for the healing of their wounds or the pardon of their
sins, they could do nothing for themselves but show their faith in the Gift of God. They
were to look and live.
SC pgs 70-71
Consecrate yourself to God in the morning; make this your very first work. Let your prayer be,
"Take me, O Lord, as wholly Thine. I lay all my plans at Thy feet. Use me today in Thy service.
Abide with me, and let all my work be wrought in Thee." This is a daily matter. Each morning
consecrate yourself to God for that day. Surrender all your plans to Him, to be carried out or
given up as His providence shall indicate. Thus day by day you may be giving your life into the
hands of God, and thus your life will be molded more and more after the life of Christ.
A life in Christ is a life of restfulness. There may be no ecstasy of feeling, but there should be an
abiding, peaceful trust. Your hope is not in yourself; it is in Christ. Your weakness is united to
His strength, your ignorance to His wisdom, your frailty to His enduring might. So you are not to
look to yourself, not to let the mind dwell upon self, but look to Christ. Let the mind dwell upon
His love, upon the beauty, the perfection, of His character. Christ in His self-denial, Christ in His
humiliation, Christ in His purity and holiness, Christ in His matchless love -- this is the subject for
the soul's contemplation. It is by loving Him, copying Him, depending wholly upon Him, that you
are to be transformed into His likeness.
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