Day 141
Text or Readings
DA pgs 173-174
The Jews whom Jesus had driven from the temple claimed to be children of Abraham, but they
fled from the Saviour's presence because they could not endure the glory of God which was

manifested in Him. Thus they gave evidence that they were not fitted by the grace of
God to participate in the sacred services of the temple. They were zealous to maintain
an appearance of holiness, but they neglected holiness of heart. While they were
sticklers for the letter of the law, they were constantly violating its spirit. Their great need
was that very change which Christ had been explaining to Nicodemus, -- a new moral
birth, a cleansing from sin, and a renewing of knowledge and holiness.
There was no excuse for the blindness of Israel in regard to the work of regeneration. Under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Isaiah had written, "We are all as an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags." David had prayed, "Create in me a clean heart, O God; and
renew a right spirit within me." And through Ezekiel the promise had been given, "A new heart
also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out
of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within you, and cause
you to walk in My statutes." Isa. 64:6; Ps. 51:10; Ezek. 36:26, 27.
Nicodemus had read these scriptures with a clouded mind; but he now began to comprehend
their meaning. He saw that the most rigid obedience to the mere letter of the law as applied to
the outward life could entitle no man to enter the kingdom of heaven. In the estimation of men,
his life had been just and honorable; but in the presence of Christ he felt that his heart was
unclean, and his life unholy.
SC pgs 69-70
Do you ask, "How am I to abide in Christ?" In the same way as you received Him at first. "As ye
have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him." "The just shall live by faith."
Colossians 2:6; Hebrews 10:38. You gave yourself to God, to be His wholly, to serve and obey
Him, and you took Christ as your Saviour. You could not yourself atone for your sins or change
your heart; but having given yourself to God, you believe that He for Christ's sake did all this for
you. By faith you became Christ's, and by faith you are to grow up in Him -- by giving and taking.
You are to give all, -- your heart, your will, your service, -- give yourself to Him to obey all His
requirements; and you must take all,--Christ, the fullness of all blessing, to abide in your heart,
to be your strength, your righteousness, your everlasting helper, -- to give you power to obey.
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