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Text or Readings
DA pg 173
It is impossible for finite minds to comprehend the work of redemption. Its mystery exceeds
human knowledge; yet he who passes from death to life realizes that it is a divine reality. The
beginning of redemption we may know here through a personal experience. Its results reach
through the eternal ages.
While Jesus was speaking, some gleams of truth penetrated the ruler's mind. The softening,
subduing influence of the Holy Spirit impressed his heart. Yet he did not fully understand the
Saviour's words. He was not so much impressed by the necessity of the new birth as by the
manner of its accomplishment. He said wonderingly, "How can these things be?"
"Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?" Jesus asked. Surely one entrusted
with the religious instruction of the people should not be ignorant of truths so important. His
words conveyed the lesson that instead of feeling irritated over the plain words of truth,
Nicodemus should have had a very humble opinion of himself, because of his spiritual
ignorance. Yet Christ spoke with such solemn dignity, and both look and tone expressed such
earnest love, that Nicodemus was not offended as he realized his humiliating condition.
But as Jesus explained that His mission on earth was to establish a spiritual instead of a
temporal kingdom, His hearer was troubled. Seeing this, Jesus added, "If I have told you earthly
things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?" If Nicodemus
could not receive Christ's teaching, illustrating the work of grace upon the heart, how could he
comprehend the nature of His glorious heavenly kingdom? Not discerning the nature of Christ's
work on earth, he could not understand His work in heaven.
SC pg 69
Many have an idea that they must do some part of the work alone. They have trusted in Christ
for the forgiveness of sin, but now they seek by their own efforts to live aright. But every such
effort must fail. Jesus says, "Without Me ye can do nothing." Our growth in grace, our joy, our
usefulness, -- all depend upon our union with Christ. It is by communion with Him, daily, hourly,
-- by abiding in Him, -- that we are to grow in grace. He is not only the Author, but the Finisher of
our faith. It is Christ first and last and always. He is to be with us, not only at the beginning and
the end of our course, but at every step of the way. David says, "I have set the Lord always
before me: because He is at my right hand, I shall not be moved." Psalm 16:8.
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