Day 138
Text or Readings
DA pgs 171-172
Surprised out of his self-possession, he answered Christ in words full of irony, "How can a man
be born when he is old?" Like many others when cutting truth is brought home to the
conscience, he revealed the fact that the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God. There is in him nothing that responds to spiritual things; for spiritual things are spiritually
discerned.
But the Saviour did not meet argument with argument. Raising His hand with solemn, quiet
dignity, He pressed the truth home with greater assurance, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."
Nicodemus knew that Christ here referred to water baptism and the renewing of the heart by the
Spirit of God. He was convinced that he was in the presence of the One whom John the Baptist
had foretold.
Jesus continued: "That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit." By nature the heart is evil, and "who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one."
Job 14:4. No human invention can find a remedy for the sinning soul. "The carnal mind is enmity
against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be." "Out of the heart
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies."
Rom. 8:7; Matt. 15:19. The fountain of the heart must be purified before the streams can
become pure. He who is trying to reach heaven by his own works in keeping the law is
attempting an impossibility. There is no safety for one who has merely a legal religion, a form of
godliness. The Christian's life is not a modification or improvement of the old, but a
transformation of nature. There is a death to self and sin, and a new life altogether. This change
can be brought about only by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit.
SC pg 68
In the matchless gift of His Son, God has encircled the whole world with an atmosphere of grace
as real as the air which circulates around the globe. All who choose to breathe this life-giving
atmosphere will live and grow up to the stature of men and women in Christ Jesus.
As the flower turns to the sun, that the bright beams may aid in perfecting its beauty and
symmetry, so should we turn to the Sun of Righteousness, that heaven's light may shine upon
us, that our character may be developed into the likeness of Christ.
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