Day 137
Text or Readings
DA pg 171
Nicodemus had come to the Lord thinking to enter into a discussion with Him, but Jesus laid
bare the foundation principles of truth. He said to Nicodemus, It is not theoretical knowledge you
need so much as spiritual regeneration. You need not to have your curiosity satisfied, but to
have a new heart. You must receive a new life from above before you can appreciate heavenly
things. Until this change takes place, making all things new, it will result in no saving good for
you to discuss with Me My authority or My mission.
Nicodemus had heard the preaching of John the Baptist concerning repentance and baptism,
and pointing the people to One who should baptize with the Holy Spirit. He himself had felt that
there was a lack of spirituality among the Jews, that, to a great degree, they were controlled by
bigotry and worldly ambition. He had hoped for a better state of things at the Messiah's coming.
Yet the heart-searching message of the Baptist had failed to work in him conviction of sin. He
was a strict Pharisee, and prided himself on his good works. He was widely esteemed for his
benevolence and his liberality in sustaining the temple service, and he felt secure of the favor of
God. He was startled at the thought of a kingdom too pure for him to see in his present state.
The figure of the new birth, which Jesus had used, was not wholly unfamiliar to Nicodemus.
Converts from heathenism to the faith of Israel were often compared to children just born.
Therefore he must have perceived that the words of Christ were not to be taken in a literal
sense. But by virtue of his birth as an Israelite he regarded himself as sure of a place in the
kingdom of God. He felt that he needed no change. Hence his surprise at the Saviour's words.
He was irritated by their close application to himself. The pride of the Pharisee was struggling
against the honest desire of the seeker after truth. He wondered that Christ should speak to him
as He did, not respecting his position as ruler in Israel.
SC pgs 67-68
As with life, so it is with growth. It is God who brings the bud to bloom and the flower to fruit. It is
by His power that the seed develops, "first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the
ear." Mark 4:28. And the prophet Hosea says of Israel, that "he shall grow as the lily." "They
shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine." Hosea 14:5, 7. And Jesus bids us "consider the
lilies how they grow." Luke 12:27. The plants and flowers grow not by their own care or anxiety
or effort, but by receiving that which God has furnished to minister to their life. The child cannot,
by any anxiety or power of its own, add to its stature. No more can you, by anxiety or effort of
yourself, secure spiritual growth. The plant, the child, grows by receiving from its surroundings
that which ministers to its life -- air, sunshine, and food. What these gifts of nature are to animal
and plant, such is Christ to those who trust in Him. He is their "everlasting light," "a sun and
shield." Isaiah 60:19; Psalm 84:11. He shall be as "the dew unto Israel." "He shall come down
like rain upon the mown grass." Hosea 14:5; Psalm 72:6. He is the living water, "the Bread of
God . . . which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world." John 6:33.
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