Day 120

Text or Readings
DA pgs 154-155

The Jewish leaders had instructed the people that at Jerusalem they were to be taught to
worship God. Here during the Passover week large numbers assembled, coming from all parts
of Palestine, and even from distant lands. The temple courts were filled with a promiscuous
throng. Many were unable to bring with them the sacrifices that were to be offered up as
typifying the one great Sacrifice. For the convenience of these, animals were bought and sold in
the outer court of the temple. Here all classes of people assembled to purchase their offerings.
Here all foreign money was exchanged for the coin of the sanctuary.

Every Jew was required to pay yearly a half shekel as "a ransom for his soul;" and the money
thus collected was used for the support of the temple. Ex. 30:12-16. Besides this, large sums
were brought as freewill offerings, to be deposited in the temple treasury. And it was required
that all foreign coin should be changed for a coin called the temple shekel, which was accepted
for the service of the sanctuary. The money changing gave opportunity for fraud and extortion,
and it had grown into a disgraceful traffic, which was a source of revenue to the priests.

The dealers demanded exorbitant prices for the animals sold, and they shared their profits with
the priests and rulers, who thus enriched themselves at the expense of the people. The
worshipers had been taught to believe that if they did not offer sacrifice, the blessing of God
would not rest on their children or their lands. Thus a high price for the animals could be
secured; for after coming so far, the people would not return to their homes without performing
the act of devotion for which they had come.

SC pgs 58-59

Those who become new creatures in Christ Jesus will bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, "love,
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." Galatians 5:22,
23. They will no longer fashion themselves according to the former lusts, but by the faith of the
Son of God they will follow in His steps, reflect His character, and purify themselves even as He
is pure. The things they once hated they now love, and the things they once loved they hate.
The proud and self-assertive become meek and lowly in heart. The vain and supercilious
become serious and unobtrusive. The drunken become sober, and the profligate pure. The vain
customs and fashions of the world are laid aside. Christians will seek not the "outward
adorning," but "the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament
of a meek and quiet spirit." 1 Peter 3:3, 4.

There is no evidence of genuine repentance unless it works reformation. If he restore the
pledge, give again that he had robbed, confess his sins, and love God and his fellow men, the
sinner may be sure that he has passed from death unto life.
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