Day 122

Text or Readings
DA pg 157

There came to this feast those who were suffering, those who were in want and distress. The
blind, the lame, the deaf, were there. Some were brought on beds. Many came who were too
poor to purchase the humblest offering for the Lord, too poor even to buy food with which to
satisfy their own hunger. These were greatly distressed by the statements of the priests. The
priests boasted of their piety; they claimed to be the guardians of the people; but they were
without sympathy or compassion. The poor, the sick, the dying, made their vain plea for favor.
Their suffering awakened no pity in the hearts of the priests.

As Jesus came into the temple, He took in the whole scene. He saw the unfair transactions. He
saw the distress of the poor, who thought that without shedding of blood there would be no
forgiveness for their sins. He saw the outer court of His temple converted into a place of unholy
traffic. The sacred enclosure had become one vast exchange.

Christ saw that something must be done. Numerous ceremonies were enjoined upon the people
without the proper instruction as to their import. The worshipers offered their sacrifices without
understanding that they were typical of the only perfect Sacrifice. And among them,
unrecognized and unhonored, stood the One symbolized by all their service. He had given
directions in regard to the offerings. He understood their symbolical value, and He saw that they
were now perverted and misunderstood. Spiritual worship was fast disappearing. No link bound
the priests and rulers to their God. Christ's work was to establish an altogether different worship.
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The loveliness of the character of Christ will be seen in His followers. It was His delight to do the
will of God. Love to God, zeal for His glory, was the controlling power in our Saviour's life. Love
beautified and ennobled all His actions. Love is of God. The unconsecrated heart cannot
originate or produce it. It is found only in the heart where Jesus reigns. "We love, because He
first loved us." 1 John 4:19, R.V. In the heart renewed by divine grace, love is the principle of
action. It modifies the character, governs the impulses, controls the passions, subdues enmity,
and ennobles the affections. This love, cherished in the soul, sweetens the life and sheds a
refining influence on all around.
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