Day 123
Text or Readings
DA pgs 157-158
With searching glance, Christ takes in the scene before Him as He stands upon the steps of the
temple court. With prophetic eye He looks into futurity, and sees not only years, but centuries
and ages. He sees how priests and rulers will turn the needy from their right, and forbid that the
gospel shall be preached to the poor. He sees how the love of God will be concealed from
sinners, and men will make merchandise of His grace. As He beholds the scene, indignation,
authority, and power are expressed in His countenance. The attention of the people is attracted
to Him. The eyes of those engaged in their unholy traffic are riveted upon His face. They cannot
withdraw their gaze. They feel that this Man reads their inmost thoughts, and discovers their
hidden motives. Some attempt to conceal their faces, as if their evil deeds were written upon
their countenances, to be scanned by those searching eyes.
The confusion is hushed. The sound of traffic and bargaining has ceased. The silence becomes
painful. A sense of awe overpowers the assembly. It is as if they were arraigned before the
tribunal of God to answer for their deeds. Looking upon Christ, they behold divinity flash through
the garb of humanity. The Majesty of heaven stands as the Judge will stand at the last day,--not
now encircled with the glory that will then attend Him, but with the same power to read the soul.
His eye sweeps over the multitude, taking in every individual. His form seems to rise above
them in commanding dignity, and a divine light illuminates His countenance. He speaks, and His
clear, ringing voice--the same that upon Mount Sinai proclaimed the law that priests and rulers
are transgressing--is heard echoing through the arches of the temple: "Take these things hence;
make not My Father's house an house of merchandise."
SC pgs 59-60
There are two errors against which the children of God--particularly those who have just come
to trust in His grace--especially need to guard. The first, already dwelt upon, is that of looking to
their own works, trusting to anything they can do, to bring themselves into harmony with God.
He who is trying to become holy by his own works in keeping the law, is attempting an
impossibility. All that man can do without Christ is polluted with selfishness and sin. It is the
grace of Christ alone, through faith, that can make us holy.
The opposite and no less dangerous error is that belief in Christ releases men from keeping the
law of God; that since by faith alone we become partakers of the grace of Christ, our works
have nothing to do with our redemption.
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