Day 124
Text or Readings
DA pg 158
Slowly descending the steps, and raising the scourge of cords gathered up on entering the
enclosure, He bids the bargaining company depart from the precincts of the temple. With a zeal
and severity He has never before manifested, He overthrows the tables of the money-changers.
The coin falls, ringing sharply upon the marble pavement. None presume to question His
authority. None dare stop to gather up their ill-gotten gain. Jesus does not smite them with the
whip of cords, but in His hand that simple scourge seems terrible as a flaming sword. Officers of
the temple, speculating priests, brokers and cattle traders, with their sheep and oxen, rush from
the place, with the one thought of escaping from the condemnation of His presence.
A panic sweeps over the multitude, who feel the overshadowing of His divinity. Cries of terror
escape from hundreds of blanched lips. Even the disciples tremble. They are awestruck by the
words and manner of Jesus, so unlike His usual demeanor. They remember that it is written of
Him, "The zeal of Thine house hath eaten Me up." Ps. 69:9. Soon the tumultuous throng with
their merchandise are far removed from the temple of the Lord. The courts are free from unholy
traffic, and a deep silence and solemnity settles upon the scene of confusion.
SC pgs 60-61
But notice here that obedience is not a mere outward compliance, but the service of love. The
law of God is an expression of His very nature; it is an embodiment of the great principle of love,
and hence is the foundation of His government in heaven and earth. If our hearts are renewed
in the likeness of God, if the divine love is implanted in the soul, will not the law of God be
carried out in the life? When the principle of love is implanted in the heart, when man is renewed
after the image of Him that created him, the new-covenant promise is fulfilled, "I will put My laws
into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them." Hebrews 10:16. And if the law is written in
the heart, will it not shape the life? Obedience--the service and allegiance of love--is the true
sign of discipleship. Thus the scripture says, "This is the love of God, that we keep His
commandments." "He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and
the truth is not in him." 1 John 5:3; 2:4. Instead of releasing man from obedience, it is faith, and
faith only, that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ, which enables us to render obedience.
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