Day 131
Text or Readings
DA pgs 165
As referring to the temple at Jerusalem, the Saviour's words, "Destroy this temple, and in three
days I will raise it up," had a deeper meaning than the hearers perceived. Christ was the
foundation and life of the temple. Its services were typical of the sacrifice of the Son of God. The
priesthood was established to represent the mediatorial character and work of Christ. The entire
plan of sacrificial worship was a foreshadowing of the Saviour's death to redeem the world.
There would be no efficacy in these offerings when the great event toward which they had
pointed for ages was consummated.
Since the whole ritual economy was symbolical of Christ, it had no value apart from Him. When
the Jews sealed their rejection of Christ by delivering Him to death, they rejected all that gave
significance to the temple and its services. Its sacredness had departed. It was doomed to
destruction. From that day sacrificial offerings and the service connected with them were
meaningless. Like the offering of Cain, they did not express faith in the Saviour. In putting Christ
to death, the Jews virtually destroyed their temple. When Christ was crucified, the inner veil of
the temple was rent in twain from top to bottom, signifying that the great final sacrifice had been
made, and that the system of sacrificial offerings was forever at an end.
SC pgs 63-64
So we have nothing in ourselves of which to boast. We have no ground for self-exaltation. Our
only ground of hope is in the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and in that wrought by His
Spirit working in and through us.
When we speak of faith, there is a distinction that should be borne in mind. There is a kind of
belief that is wholly distinct from faith. The existence and power of God, the truth of His word,
are facts that even Satan and his hosts cannot at heart deny. The Bible says that "the devils
also believe, and tremble;" but this is not faith. James 2:19. Where there is not only a belief in
God's word, but a submission of the will to Him; where the heart is yielded to Him, the affections
fixed upon Him, there is faith--faith that works by love and purifies the soul. Through this faith
the heart is renewed in the image of God. And the heart that in its unrenewed state is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be, now delights in its holy precepts, exclaiming
with the psalmist, "O how love I Thy law! it is my meditation all the day." Psalm 119:97. And the
righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us, "who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."
Romans 8:1.
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