Day 92
Text or Readings
DA pg 130
By the one who had revolted in heaven the kingdoms of this world were offered Christ, to buy
His homage to the principles of evil; but He would not be bought; He had come to establish a
kingdom of righteousness, and He would not abandon His purpose. With the same temptation
Satan approaches men, and here he has better success than with Christ. To men he offers the
kingdom of this world on condition that they will acknowledge his supremacy. He requires that
they sacrifice integrity, disregard conscience, indulge selfishness. Christ bids them seek first the
kingdom of God, and His righteousness; but Satan walks by their side and says: Whatever may
be true in regard to life eternal, in order to make a success in this world you must serve me. I
hold your welfare in my hands. I can give you riches, pleasures, honor, and happiness. Hearken
to my counsel. Do not allow yourselves to be carried away with whimsical notions of honesty or
self-sacrifice. I will prepare the way before you. Thus multitudes are deceived. They consent to
live for the service of self, and Satan is satisfied. While he allures them with the hope of worldly
dominion, he gains dominion over the soul. But he offers that which is not his to bestow, and
which is soon to be wrested from him. In return he beguiles them of their title to the inheritance
of the sons of God.
Satan had questioned whether Jesus was the Son of God. In his summary dismissal he had
proof that he could not gainsay. Divinity flashed through suffering humanity. Satan had no
power to resist the command. Writhing with humiliation and rage, he was forced to withdraw
from the presence of the world's Redeemer. Christ's victory was as complete as had been the
failure of Adam.
SC pgs 44-45
There are those who profess to serve God, while they rely upon their own efforts to obey His
law, to form a right character, and secure salvation. Their hearts are not moved by any deep
sense of the love of Christ, but they seek to perform the duties of the Christian life as that which
God requires of them in order to gain heaven. Such religion is worth nothing. When Christ
dwells in the heart, the soul will be so filled with His love, with the joy of communion with Him,
that it will cleave to Him; and in the contemplation of Him, self will be forgotten. Love to Christ
will be the spring of action. Those who feel the constraining love of God, do not ask how little
may be given to meet the requirements of God; they do not ask for the lowest standard, but aim
at perfect conformity to the will of their Redeemer. With earnest desire they yield all and
manifest an interest proportionate to the value of the object which they seek. A profession of
Christ without this deep love is mere talk, dry formality, and heavy drudgery.
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