Day 97
Text or Readings
DA pgs 133-135
It was long since Israel had had a prophet, long since such a reformation as was now in
progress had been witnessed. The demand for confession of sin seemed new and startling.
Many among the leaders would not go to hear John's appeals and denunciations, lest they
should be led to disclose the secrets of their own lives. Yet his preaching was a direct
announcement of the Messiah. It was well known that the seventy weeks of Daniel's prophecy,
covering the Messiah's advent, were nearly ended; and all were eager to share in that era of
national glory which was then expected. Such was the popular enthusiasm that the Sanhedrin
would soon be forced either to sanction or to reject John's work. Already their power over the
people was waning. It was becoming a serious question how to maintain their position. In the
hope of arriving at some conclusion, they dispatched to the Jordan a deputation of priests and
Levites to confer with the new teacher. A multitude were gathered, listening to his words, when
the delegates approached. With an air of authority designed to impress the people and to
command the deference of the prophet the haughty rabbis came. With a movement of respect,
almost of fear, the crowd opened to let them pass. The great men, in their rich robes, in the
pride of rank and power, stood before the prophet of the wilderness. "Who art thou?" they
demanded. Knowing what was in their thoughts, John answered, "I am not the Christ." "What
then? Art thou Elias?" "I am not." Art thou that prophet?" "No." "Who art thou? that we may give
an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself?" "I am the voice of one crying in
the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias."
The scripture to which John referred is that beautiful prophecy of Isaiah: "Comfort ye, comfort ye
My people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her
appointed time is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned. . . . The voice of him that crieth in
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: and the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together." Isa. 40:1-5, margin.
SC pg 46
God does not require us to give up anything that it is for our best interest to retain. In all that He
does, He has the well-being of His children in view. Would that all who have not chosen Christ
might realize that He has something vastly better to offer them than they are seeking for
themselves. Man is doing the greatest injury and injustice to his own soul when he thinks and
acts contrary to the will of God. No real joy can be found in the path forbidden by Him who
knows what is best and who plans for the good of His creatures. The path of transgression is
the path of misery and destruction.
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