Day 98
Text or Readings
DA pg 135
Anciently, when a king journeyed through the less frequented parts of his dominion, a company
of men was sent ahead of the royal chariot to level the steep places and to fill up the hollows,
that the king might travel in safety and without hindrance. This custom is employed by the
prophet to illustrate the work of the gospel. "Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain
and hill shall be made low." When the Spirit of God, with its marvelous awakening power,
touches the soul, it abases human pride. Worldly pleasure and position and power are seen to
be worthless. "Imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of
God" are cast down; every thought is brought into captivity "to the obedience of Christ." 2 Cor.
10:5. Then humility and self-sacrificing love, so little valued among men, are exalted as alone of
worth. This is the work of the gospel, of which John's message was a part.
The rabbis continued their questioning: "Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor
Elias, neither that prophet?" The words "that prophet" had reference to Moses. The Jews had
been inclined to the belief that Moses would be raised from the dead, and taken to heaven.
They did not know that he had already been raised. When the Baptist began his ministry, many
thought that he might be the prophet Moses risen from the dead, for he seemed to have a
thorough knowledge of the prophecies and of the history of Israel.
It was believed also that before the Messiah's advent, Elijah would personally appear. This
expectation John met in his denial; but his words had a deeper meaning. Jesus afterward said,
referring to John, "If ye are willing to receive it, this is Elijah, which is to come." Matt. 11:14, R.
V. John came in the spirit and power of Elijah, to do such a work as Elijah did. If the Jews had
received him, it would have been accomplished for them. But they did not receive his message.
To them he was not Elijah. He could not fulfill for them the mission he came to accomplish.
SC pgs 46-47
It is a mistake to entertain the thought that God is pleased to see His children suffer. All heaven
is interested in the happiness of man. Our heavenly Father does not close the avenues of joy to
any of His creatures. The divine requirements call upon us to shun those indulgences that would
bring suffering and disappointment, that would close to us the door of happiness and heaven.
The world's Redeemer accepts men as they are, with all their wants, imperfections, and
weaknesses; and He will not only cleanse from sin and grant redemption through His blood, but
will satisfy the heart-longing of all who consent to wear His yoke, to bear His burden. It is His
purpose to impart peace and rest to all who come to Him for the bread of life. He requires us to
perform only those duties that will lead our steps to heights of bliss to which the disobedient can
never attain. The true, joyous life of the soul is to have Christ formed within, the hope of glory.
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