Day 104

Text or Readings
DA pgs 139-140

Andrew sought to impart the joy that filled his heart. Going in search of his brother Simon, he
cried, "We have found the Messias." Simon waited for no second bidding. He also had heard
the preaching of John the Baptist, and he hastened to the Saviour. The eye of Christ rested
upon him, reading his character and his life history. His impulsive nature, his loving, sympathetic
heart, his ambition and self-confidence, the history of his fall, his repentance, his labors, and his
martyr death,--the Saviour read it all, and He said, "Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt
be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone."

"The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him,
Follow Me." Philip obeyed the command, and straightway he also became a worker for Christ.

Philip called Nathanael. The latter had been among the throng when the Baptist pointed to
Jesus as the Lamb of God. As Nathanael looked upon Jesus, he was disappointed. Could this
man, who bore the marks of toil and poverty, be the Messiah? Yet Nathanael could not decide
to reject Jesus, for the message of John had brought conviction to his heart.

At the time when Philip called him, Nathanael had withdrawn to a quiet grove to meditate upon
the announcement of John and the prophecies concerning the Messiah. He prayed that if the
one announced by John was the deliverer, it might be made known to him, and the Holy Spirit
rested upon him with assurance that God had visited His people and raised up a horn of
salvation for them. Philip knew that his friend was searching the prophecies, and while
Nathanael was praying under a fig tree, Philip discovered his retreat. They had often prayed
together in this secluded spot hidden by the foliage.

SC pg 50

From the simple Bible account of how Jesus healed the sick, we may learn something about
how to believe in Him for the forgiveness of sins. Let us turn to the story of the paralytic at
Bethesda. The poor sufferer was helpless; he had not used his limbs for thirty-eight years. Yet
Jesus bade him, "Rise, take up thy bed, and walk." The sick man might have said, "Lord, if Thou
wilt make me whole, | will obey Thy word." But, no, he believed Christ's word, believed that he
was made whole, and he made the effort at once; he willed to walk, and he did walk. He acted
on the word of Christ, and God gave the power. He was made whole.
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