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Again He met His mother, from whom He had for some time been separated. Mary had heard of 
the manifestation at the Jordan, at His baptism. The tidings had been carried to Nazareth, and 
had brought to her mind afresh the scenes that for so many years had been hidden in her heart. 
In common with all Israel, Mary was deeply stirred by the mission of John the Baptist. Well she 
remembered the prophecy given at his birth. Now his connection with Jesus kindled her hopes 
anew. But tidings had reached her also of the mysterious departure of Jesus to the wilderness, 
and she was oppressed with troubled forebodings.  

From the day when she heard the angel's announcement in the home at Nazareth Mary had 
treasured every evidence that Jesus was the Messiah. His sweet, unselfish life assured her that 
He could be no other than the Sent of God. Yet there came to her also doubts and 
disappointments, and she had longed for the time when His glory should be revealed. Death 
had separated her from Joseph, who had shared her knowledge of the mystery of the birth of 
Jesus. Now there was no one to whom she could confide her hopes and fears. The past two 
months had been very sorrowful. She had been parted from Jesus, in whose sympathy she 
found comfort; she pondered upon the words of Simeon, "A sword shall pierce through thy own 
soul also" (Luke 2:35); she recalled the three days of agony when she thought Jesus lost to her 
forever; and with an anxious heart she awaited His return.  

At the marriage feast she meets Him, the same tender, dutiful son. Yet He is not the same. His 
countenance is changed. It bears the traces of His conflict in the wilderness, and a new 
expression of dignity and power gives evidence of His heavenly mission. With Him is a group of 
young men, whose eyes follow Him with reverence, and who call Him Master. These 
companions recount to Mary what they have seen and heard at the baptism and elsewhere. 
They conclude by declaring, "We have found Him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, 
did write." John 1:45.  

As the guests assemble, many seem to be preoccupied with some topic of absorbing interest. A 
suppressed excitement pervades the company. Little groups converse together in eager but 
quiet tones, and wondering glances are turned upon the Son of Mary. As Mary had heard the 
disciples' testimony in regard to Jesus, she had been gladdened with the assurance that her 
long-cherished hopes were not in vain. Yet she would have been more than human if there had 
not mingled with this holy joy a trace of the fond mother's natural pride. As she saw the many 
glances bent upon Jesus, she longed to have Him prove to the company that He was really the 
Honored of God. She hoped there might be opportunity for Him to work a miracle before them.  


