Day 114
Text or Readings
DA pg 149
The word of Christ supplied ample provision for the feast. So abundant is the provision of His
grace to blot out the iniquities of men, and to renew and sustain the soul.
At the first feast He attended with His disciples, Jesus gave them the cup that symbolized His
work for their salvation. At the last supper He gave it again, in the institution of that sacred rite
by which His death was to be shown forth "till He come." 1 Cor. 11:26. And the sorrow of the
disciples at parting from their Lord was comforted with the promise of reunion, as He said, "I will
not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in My
Father's kingdom." Matt. 26:29.
The wine which Christ provided for the feast, and that which He gave to the disciples as a
symbol of His own blood, was the pure juice of the grape. To this the prophet Isaiah refers when
he speaks of the new wine "in the cluster," and says, "Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it." Isa.
65:8.
It was Christ who in the Old Testament gave the warning to Israel, "Wine is a mocker, strong
drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise." Prov. 20:1. And He Himself
provided no such beverage. Satan tempts men to indulgence that will becloud reason and
benumb the spiritual perceptions, but Christ teaches us to bring the lower nature into subjection.
His whole life was an example of self-denial. In order to break the power of appetite, He
suffered in our behalf the severest test that humanity could endure. It was Christ who directed
that John the Baptist should drink neither wine nor strong drink. It was He who enjoined similar
abstinence upon the wife of Manoah. And He pronounced a curse upon the man who should put
the bottle to his neighbor's lips. Christ did not contradict His own teaching. The unfermented
wine which He provided for the wedding guests was a wholesome and refreshing drink. Its
effect was to bring the taste into harmony with a healthful appetite.
SC pg 54
With the rich promises of the Bible before you, can you give place to doubt? Can you believe
that when the poor sinner longs to return, longs to forsake his sins, the Lord sternly withholds
him from coming to His feet in repentance? Away with such thoughts! Nothing can hurt your
own soul more than to entertain such a conception of our heavenly Father. He hates sin, but He
loves the sinner, and He gave Himself in the person of Christ, that all who would might be saved
and have eternal blessedness in the kingdom of glory. What stronger or more tender language
could have been employed than He has chosen in which to express His love toward us? He
declares, "Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the
son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee." Isaiah 49:15.
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