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It was by personal contact and association that Jesus trained His disciples. Sometimes He
taught them, sitting among them on the mountainside; sometimes beside the sea, or walking
with them by the way, He revealed the mysteries of the kingdom of God. He did not sermonize
as men do today. Wherever hearts were open to receive the divine message, He unfolded the
truths of the way of salvation. He did not command His disciples to do this or that, but said,
"Follow Me." On His journeys through country and cities He took them with Him, that they might
see how He taught the people. He linked their interest with His, and they united with Him in the
work.
The example of Christ in linking Himself with the interests of humanity should be followed by all
who preach His word, and by all who have received the gospel of His grace. We are not to
renounce social communion. We should not seclude ourselves from others. In order to reach all
classes, we must meet them where they are. They will seldom seek us of their own accord. Not
alone from the pulpit are the hearts of men touched by divine truth. There is another field of
labor, humbler, it may be, but fully as promising. It is found in the home of the lowly, and in the
mansion of the great; at the hospitable board, and in gatherings for innocent social enjoyment.
SC pgs 57-58

CHAPTER 7

The Test of Discipleship
"If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new." 2 Corinthians 5:17.
A person may not be able to tell the exact time or place, or trace all the chain of circumstances
in the process of conversion; but this does not prove him to be unconverted. Christ said to
Nicodemus, "The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is everyone that is born of the Spirit." John
3:8. Like the wind, which is invisible, yet the effects of which are plainly seen and felt, is the
Spirit of God in its work upon the human heart. That regenerating power, which no human eye
can see, begets a new life in the soul; it creates a new being in the image of God. While the
work of the Spirit is silent and imperceptible, its effects are manifest. If the heart has been
renewed by the Spirit of God, the life will bear witness to the fact. While we cannot do anything
to change our hearts or to bring ourselves into harmony with God; while we must not trust at all
to ourselves or our good works, our lives will reveal whether the grace of God is dwelling within
us. A change will be seen in the character, the habits, the pursuits. The contrast will be clear
and decided between what they have been and what they are. The character is revealed, not by
occasional good deeds and occasional misdeeds, but by the tendency of the habitual words and
acts.
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