Day 76
Text or Readings
DA pgs 116-117
Not without hindrance was the Commander of heaven to win the souls of men to His kingdom.
From the time when He was a babe in Bethlehem, He was continually assailed by the evil one.
The image of God was manifest in Christ, and in the councils of Satan it was determined that He
should be overcome. No human being had come into the world and escaped the power of the
deceiver. The forces of the confederacy of evil were set upon His track to engage in warfare
against Him, and if possible to prevail over Him.
At the Saviour's baptism, Satan was among the witnesses. He saw the Father's glory
overshadowing His Son. He heard the voice of Jehovah testifying to the divinity of Jesus. Ever
since Adam's sin, the human race had been cut off from direct communion with God; the
intercourse between heaven and earth had been through Christ; but now that Jesus had come
"in the likeness of sinful flesh" (Rom. 8:3), the Father Himself spoke. He had before
communicated with humanity through Christ; now He communicated with humanity in Christ.
Satan had hoped that God's abhorrence of evil would bring an eternal separation between
heaven and earth. But now it was manifest that the connection between God and man had been
restored.
Satan saw that he must either conquer or be conquered. The issues of the conflict involved too
much to be entrusted to his confederate angels. He must personally conduct the warfare. All the
energies of apostasy were rallied against the Son of God. Christ was made the mark of every
weapon of hell.
Many look on this conflict between Christ and Satan as having no special bearing on their own
life; and for them it has little interest. But within the domain of every human heart this
controversy is repeated. Never does one leave the ranks of evil for the service of God without
encountering the assaults of Satan. The enticements which Christ resisted were those that we
find it so difficult to withstand. They were urged upon Him in as much greater degree as His
character is superior to ours. With the terrible weight of the sins of the world upon Him, Christ
withstood the test upon appetite, upon the love of the world, and upon that love of display which
leads to presumption. These were the temptations that overcame Adam and Eve, and that so
readily overcome us.
SC pgs 32-33
Beware of procrastination. Do not put off the work of forsaking your sins and seeking purity of
heart through Jesus. Here is where thousands upon thousands have erred to their eternal loss. I
will not here dwell upon the shortness and uncertainty of life; but there is a terrible danger--a
danger not sufficiently understood--in delaying to yield to the pleading voice of God's Holy Spirit,
in choosing to live in sin; for such this delay really is. Sin, however small it may be esteemed,
can be indulged in only at the peril of infinite loss. What we do not overcome, will overcome us
and work out our destruction.
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