Day 77

Text or Readings
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Satan had pointed to Adam's sin as proof that God's law was unjust, and could not be obeyed.
In our humanity, Christ was to redeem Adam's failure. But when Adam was assailed by the
tempter, none of the effects of sin were upon him. He stood in the strength of perfect manhood,
possessing the full vigor of mind and body. He was surrounded with the glories of Eden, and
was in daily communion with heavenly beings. It was not thus with Jesus when He entered the
wilderness to cope with Satan. For four thousand years the race had been decreasing in
physical strength, in mental power, and in moral worth; and Christ took upon Him the infirmities
of degenerate humanity. Only thus could He rescue man from the lowest depths of his
degradation.

Many claim that it was impossible for Christ to be overcome by temptation. Then He could not
have been placed in Adam's position; He could not have gained the victory that Adam failed to
gain. If we have in any sense a more trying conflict than had Christ, then He would not be able
to succor us. But our Saviour took humanity, with all its liabilities. He took the nature of man,
with the possibility of yielding to temptation. We have nothing to bear which He has not endured.

With Christ, as with the holy pair in Eden, appetite was the ground of the first great temptation.
Just where the ruin began, the work of our redemption must begin. As by the indulgence of
appetite Adam fell, so by the denial of appetite Christ must overcome. "And when He had fasted
forty days and forty nights, He was afterward an hungred. And when the tempter came to Him,
he said, If Thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. But He
answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God."

From the time of Adam to that of Christ, self-indulgence had increased the power of the
appetites and passions, until they had almost unlimited control. Thus men had become debased
and diseased, and of themselves it was impossible for them to overcome. In man's behalf,
Christ conquered by enduring the severest test. For our sake He exercised a self-control
stronger than hunger or death. And in this first victory were involved other issues that enter into
all our conflicts with the powers of darkness.

SC pg 33

Adam and Eve persuaded themselves that in so small a matter as eating of the forbidden fruit
there could not result such terrible consequences as God had declared. But this small matter
was the transgression of God's immutable and holy law, and it separated man from God and
opened the floodgates of death and untold woe upon our world. Age after age there has gone
up from our earth a continual cry of mourning, and the whole creation groaneth and travaileth
together in pain as a consequence of man's disobedience. Heaven itself has felt the effects of
his rebellion against God. Calvary stands as a memorial of the amazing sacrifice required to
atone for the transgression of the divine law. Let us not regard sin as a trivial thing.
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