Day 78
Text or Readings
DA pg 118
When Jesus entered the wilderness, He was shut in by the Father's glory. Absorbed in
communion with God, He was lifted above human weakness. But the glory departed, and He
was left to battle with temptation. It was pressing upon Him every moment. His human nature
shrank from the conflict that awaited Him. For forty days He fasted and prayed. Weak and
emaciated from hunger, worn and haggard with mental agony, "His visage was so marred more
than any man, and His form more than the sons of men." Isa. 52:14. Now was Satan's
opportunity. Now he supposed that he could overcome Christ.
There came to the Saviour, as if in answer to His prayers, one in the guise of an angel from
heaven. He claimed to have a commission from God to declare that Christ's fast was at an end.
As God had sent an angel to stay the hand of Abraham from offering Isaac, so, satisfied with
Christ's willingness to enter the bloodstained path, the Father had sent an angel to deliver Him;
this was the message brought to Jesus. The Saviour was faint from hunger, He was craving for
food, when Satan came suddenly upon Him. Pointing to the stones which strewed the desert,
and which had the appearance of loaves, the tempter said, "If Thou be the Son of God,
command that these stones be made bread."
SC pgs 33-34
Every act of transgression, every neglect or rejection of the grace of Christ, is reacting upon
yourself; it is hardening the heart, depraving the will, benumbing the understanding, and not
only making you less inclined to yield, but less capable of yielding, to the tender pleading of
God's Holy Spirit. { 33.2}
Many are quieting a troubled conscience with the thought that they can change a course of evil
when they choose; that they can trifle with the invitations of mercy, and yet be again and again
impressed. They think that after doing despite to the Spirit of grace, after casting their influence
on the side of Satan, in a moment of terrible extremity they can change their course. But this is
not so easily done. The experience, the education, of a lifetime, has so thoroughly molded the
character that few then desire to receive the image of Jesus.
Even one wrong trait of character, one sinful desire, persistently cherished, will eventually
neutralize all the power of the gospel. Every sinful indulgence strengthens the soul's aversion to
God. The man who manifests an infidel hardihood, or a stolid indifference to divine truth, is but
reaping the harvest of that which he has himself sown. In all the Bible there is not a more fearful
warning against trifling with evil than the words of the wise man that the sinner "shall be holden
with the cords of his sins." Proverbs 5:22.
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