Day 79
Text or Readings
DA pgs 118-119
Though he appears as an angel of light, these first words betray his character. "If Thou be the
Son of God." Here is the insinuation of distrust. Should Jesus do what Satan suggests, it would
be an acceptance of the doubt. The tempter plans to overthrow Christ by the same means that
were so successful with the human race in the beginning. How artfully had Satan approached
Eve in Eden! "Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?" Gen 3:1. Thus
far the tempter's words were truth; but in his manner of speaking them there was a disguised
contempt for the words of God. There was a covert negative, a doubt of the divine truthfulness.
Satan sought to instill into the mind of Eve the thought that God would not do as He had said;
that the withholding of such beautiful fruit was a contradiction of His love and compassion for
man. So now the tempter seeks to inspire Christ with his own sentiments. "If Thou be the Son of
God." The words rankle with bitterness in his mind. In the tones of his voice is an expression of
utter incredulity. Would God treat His own Son thus? Would He leave Him in the desert with wild
beasts, without food, without companions, without comfort? He insinuates that God never meant
His Son to be in such a state as this. "If Thou be the Son of God," show Thy power by relieving
Thyself of this pressing hunger. Command that this stone be made bread.
SC pgs 34-35
Christ is ready to set us free from sin, but He does not force the will; and if by persistent
transgression the will itself is wholly bent on evil, and we do not desire to be set free, if we will
not accept His grace, what more can He do? We have destroyed ourselves by our determined
rejection of His love. "Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation."
"Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts." 2 Corinthians 6:2; Hebrews 3:7, 8.
"Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart"--the human heart,
with its conflicting emotions of joy and sorrow; the wandering, wayward heart, which is the
abode of so much impurity and deceit. 1 Samuel 16:7. He knows its motives, its very intents and
purposes. Go to Him with your soul all stained as it is. Like the psalmist, throw its chambers
open to the all-seeing eye, exclaiming, "Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and
know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting." Psalm 139: 23, 24.
Many accept an intellectual religion, a form of godliness, when the heart is not cleansed. Let it
be your prayer, "Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me." Psalm
51:10. Deal truly with your own soul. Be as earnest, as persistent, as you would be if your
mortal life were at stake. This is a matter to be settled between God and your own soul, settled
for eternity. A supposed hope, and nothing more, will prove your ruin.
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