Day 80
Text or Readings
DA pg 119
The words from heaven, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" (Matt. 3:17), were
still sounding in the ears of Satan. But he was determined to make Christ disbelieve this
testimony. The word of God was Christ's assurance of His divine mission. He had come to live
as a man among men, and it was the word that declared His connection with heaven. It was
Satan's purpose to cause Him to doubt that word. If Christ's confidence in God could be shaken,
Satan knew that the victory in the whole controversy would be his. He could overcome Jesus.
He hoped that under the force of despondency and extreme hunger, Christ would lose faith in
His Father, and work a miracle in His own behalf. Had He done this, the plan of salvation would
have been broken.
When Satan and the Son of God first met in conflict, Christ was the commander of the heavenly
hosts; and Satan, the leader of revolt in heaven, was cast out. Now their condition is apparently
reversed, and Satan makes the most of his supposed advantage. One of the most powerful of
the angels, he says, has been banished from heaven. The appearance of Jesus indicates that
He is that fallen angel, forsaken by God, and deserted by man. A divine being would be able to
sustain his claim by working a miracle; "if Thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it
be made bread." Such an act of creative power, urges the tempter, would be conclusive
evidence of divinity. It would bring the controversy to an end.
SC pg 35
Study God's word prayerfully. That word presents before you, in the law of God and the life of
Christ, the great principles of holiness, without which "no man shall see the Lord." Hebrews
12:14. It convinces of sin; it plainly reveals the way of salvation. Give heed to it as the voice of
God speaking to your soul.
As you see the enormity of sin, as you see yourself as you really are, do not give up to despair.
It was sinners that Christ came to save. We have not to reconcile God to us, but -- O wondrous
love! -- God in Christ is "reconciling the world unto Himself." 2 Corinthians 5:19. He is wooing by
His tender love the hearts of His erring children. No earthly parent could be as patient with the
faults and mistakes of his children, as is God with those He seeks to save. No one could plead
more tenderly with the transgressor. No human lips ever poured out more tender entreaties to
the wanderer than does He. All His promises, His warnings, are but the breathing of unutterable
love.
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