Day 84
Text or Readings
DA pgs 121-122
In the last great conflict of the controversy with Satan those who are loyal to God will see every
earthly support cut off. Because they refuse to break His law in obedience to earthly powers,
they will be forbidden to buy or sell. It will finally be decreed that they shall be put to death. See
Rev. 13:11-17. But to the obedient is given the promise, "He shall dwell on high: his place of
defense shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure." Isa.
33:16. By this promise the children of God will live. When the earth shall be wasted with famine,
they shall be fed. "They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they
shall be satisfied." Ps. 37:19. To that time of distress the prophet Habakkuk looked forward, and
his words express the faith of the church: "Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall
fruit be in the vines; the labor of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock
shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord,
I will joy in the God of my salvation." Hab. 3:17,18.
Of all the lessons to be learned from our Lord's first great temptation none is more important
than that bearing upon the control of the appetites and passions. In all ages, temptations
appealing to the physical nature have been most effectual in corrupting and degrading mankind.
Through intemperance, Satan works to destroy the mental and moral powers that God gave to
man as a priceless endowment. Thus it becomes impossible for men to appreciate things of
eternal worth. Through sensual indulgence, Satan seeks to blot from the soul every trace of
likeness to God.
SC pgs 37-38
Those who have not humbled their souls before God in acknowledging their guilt, have not yet
fulfilled the first condition of acceptance. If we have not experienced that repentance which is
not to be repented of, and have not with true humiliation of soul and brokenness of spirit
confessed our sins, abhorring our iniquity, we have never truly sought for the forgiveness of sin;
and if we have never sought, we have never found the peace of God. The only reason why we
do not have remission of sins that are past is that we are not willing to humble our hearts and
comply with the conditions of the word of truth. Explicit instruction is given concerning this
matter. Confession of sin, whether public or private, should be heartfelt and freely expressed. It
is not to be urged from the sinner. It is not to be made in a flippant and careless way, or forced
from those who have no realizing sense of the abhorrent character of sin. The confession that is
the outpouring of the inmost soul finds its way to the God of infinite pity. The psalmist says, "The
Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit."
Psalm 34:18.
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