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Jesus rested upon the wisdom and strength of His heavenly Father. He declares, "The Lord
God will help Me; therefore shall I not be confounded: . . . and I know that I shall not be
ashamed. . . . Behold, the Lord God will help Me." Pointing to His own example, He says to us,
"Who is among you that feareth the Lord, . . . that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let
him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God." Isa. 50:7-10.
"The prince of this world cometh," said Jesus, "and hath nothing in Me." John 14:30. There was
in Him nothing that responded to Satan's sophistry. He did not consent to sin. Not even by a
thought did He yield to temptation. So it may be with us. Christ's humanity was united with
divinity; He was fitted for the conflict by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. And He came to make
us partakers of the divine nature. So long as we are united to Him by faith, sin has no more
dominion over us. God reaches for the hand of faith in us to direct it to lay fast hold upon the
divinity of Christ, that we may attain to perfection of character.
And how this is accomplished, Christ has shown us. By what means did He overcome in the
conflict with Satan? By the word of God. Only by the word could He resist temptation. "It is
written," He said. And unto us are given "exceeding great and precious promises: that by these
ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust." 2 Peter 1:4. Every promise in God's word is ours. "By every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God" are we to live. When assailed by temptation, look not to circumstances
or to the weakness of self, but to the power of the word. All its strength is yours. "Thy word,"
says the psalmist, "have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee." "By the word of
Thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer." Ps. 119:11; 17:4.
SC pg 39
Confession will not be acceptable to God without sincere repentance and reformation. There
must be decided changes in the life; everything offensive to God must be put away. This will be
the result of genuine sorrow for sin. The work that we have to do on our part is plainly set before
us: "Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before Mine eyes; cease
to do evil; learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for
the widow." Isaiah 1:16, 17. "If the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had robbed,
walk in the statutes of life, without committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not die."
Ezekiel 33:15. Paul says, speaking of the work of repentance: "Ye sorrowed after a godly sort,
what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea,
what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have
approved yourselves to be clear in this matter." 2 Corinthians 7:11.
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