Day 88
Text or Readings
DA pgs 125-126
The tempter can never compel us to do evil. He cannot control minds unless they are yielded to
his control. The will must consent, faith must let go its hold upon Christ, before Satan can
exercise his power upon us. But every sinful desire we cherish affords him a foothold. Every
point in which we fail of meeting the divine standard is an open door by which he can enter to
tempt and destroy us. And every failure or defeat on our part gives occasion for him to reproach
Christ.
When Satan quoted the promise, "He shall give His angels charge over Thee," he omitted the
words, "to keep Thee in all Thy ways;" that is, in all the ways of God's choosing. Jesus refused
to go outside the path of obedience. While manifesting perfect trust in His Father, He would not
place Himself, unbidden, in a position that would necessitate the interposition of His Father to
save Him from death. He would not force Providence to come to His rescue, and thus fail of
giving man an example of trust and submission.
Jesus declared to Satan, "It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." These
words were spoken by Moses to the children of Israel when they thirsted in the desert, and
demanded that Moses should give them water, exclaiming, "Is the Lord among us, or not?"
Exodus 17:7. God had wrought marvelously for them; yet in trouble they doubted Him, and
demanded evidence that He was with them. In their unbelief they sought to put Him to the test.
And Satan was urging Christ to do the same thing. God had already testified that Jesus was His
Son; and now to ask for proof that He was the Son of God would be putting God's word to the
test, -- tempting Him. And the same would be true of asking for that which God had not
promised. It would manifest distrust, and be really proving, or tempting, Him.
SC pgs 40-41
After Adam and Eve had eaten of the forbidden fruit, they were filled with a sense of shame and
terror. At first their only thought was how to excuse their sin and escape the dreaded sentence
of death. When the Lord inquired concerning their sin, Adam replied, laying the guilt partly upon
God and partly upon his companion: "The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave
me of the tree, and I did eat." The woman put the blame upon the serpent, saying, "The serpent
beguiled me, and I did eat." Genesis 3: 12, 13. Why did You make the serpent? Why did You
suffer him to come into Eden? These were the questions implied in her excuse for her sin, thus
charging God with the responsibility of their fall. The spirit of self-justification originated in the
father of lies and has been exhibited by all the sons and daughters of Adam. Confessions of this
order are not inspired by the divine Spirit and will not be acceptable to God. True repentance
will lead a man to bear his guilt himself and acknowledge it without deception or hypocrisy. Like
the poor publican, not lifting up so much as his eyes unto heaven, he will cry, "God be merciful
to me a sinner," and those who do acknowledge their guilt will be justified, for Jesus will plead
His blood in behalf of the repentant soul.
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