Day 90
Text or Readings
DA pgs 126, 129
Yet we should not lose courage when assailed by temptation. Often when placed in a trying
situation we doubt that the Spirit of God has been leading us. But it was the Spirit's leading that
brought Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan. When God brings us into trial, He
has a purpose to accomplish for our good. Jesus did not presume on God's promises by going
unbidden into temptation, neither did He give up to despondency when temptation came upon
Him. Nor should we. "God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it." He
says, "Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the Most High: and call upon Me in
the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." 1 Cor. 10:13; Ps. 50:14, 15.
Jesus was victor in the second temptation, and now Satan manifests himself in his true
character. But he does not appear as a hideous monster, with cloven feet and bat's wings. He is
a mighty angel, though fallen. He avows himself the leader of rebellion and the god of this world.
Placing Jesus upon a high mountain, Satan caused the kingdoms of the world, in all their glory,
to pass in panoramic view before Him. The sunlight lay on templed cities, marble palaces, fertile
fields, and fruit-laden vineyards. The traces of evil were hidden. The eyes of Jesus, so lately
greeted by gloom and desolation, now gazed upon a scene of unsurpassed loveliness and
prosperity. Then the tempter's voice was heard: "All this power will I give Thee, and the glory of
them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. If Thou therefore wilt
worship me, all shall be Thine."
SC pgs 43-44
The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was ever fought. The yielding of self,
surrendering all to the will of God, requires a struggle; but the soul must submit to God before it
can be renewed in holiness.
The government of God is not, as Satan would make it appear, founded upon a blind
submission, an unreasoning control. It appeals to the intellect and the conscience. "Come now,
and let us reason together" is the Creator's invitation to the beings He has made. Isaiah 1:18.
God does not force the will of His creatures. He cannot accept an homage that is not willingly
and intelligently given. A mere forced submission would prevent all real development of mind or
character; it would make man a mere automaton. Such is not the purpose of the Creator. He
desires that man, the crowning work of His creative power, shall reach the highest possible
development. He sets before us the height of blessing to which He desires to bring us through
His grace. He invites us to give ourselves to Him, that He may work His will in us. It remains for
us to choose whether we will be set free from the bondage of sin, to share the glorious liberty of
the sons of God.
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