Day 64
Text or Readings
DA pgs 105-106
Princes and rabbis, soldiers, publicans, and peasants came to hear the prophet. For a time the
solemn warning from God alarmed them. Many were brought to repentance, and received
baptism. Persons of all ranks submitted to the requirement of the Baptist, in order to participate
in the kingdom he announced.
Many of the scribes and Pharisees came confessing their sins, and asking for baptism. They
had exalted themselves as better than other men, and had led the people to entertain a high
opinion of their piety; now the guilty secrets of their lives were unveiled. But John was
impressed by the Holy Spirit that many of these men had no real conviction of sin. They were
timeservers. As friends of the prophet, they hoped to find favor with the coming Prince. And by
receiving baptism at the hands of this popular young teacher, they thought to strengthen their
influence with the people.
John met them with the scathing inquiry, "O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance; and think not to say
within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these
stones to raise up children unto Abraham."
SC pg 28
The same divine mind that is working upon the things of nature is speaking to the hearts of men
and creating an inexpressible craving for something they have not. The things of the world
cannot satisfy their longing. The Spirit of God is pleading with them to seek for those things that
alone can give peace and rest--the grace of Christ, the joy of holiness. Through influences seen
and unseen, our Saviour is constantly at work to attract the minds of men from the unsatisfying
pleasures of sin to the infinite blessings that may be theirs in Him. To all these souls, who are
vainly seeking to drink from the broken cisterns of this world, the divine message is addressed,
"Let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely." Revelation
22:17.
You who in heart long for something better than this world can give, recognize this longing as
the voice of God to your soul. Ask Him to give you repentance, to reveal Christ to you in His
infinite love, in His perfect purity. In the Saviour's life the principles of God's law--love to God
and man--were perfectly exemplified. Benevolence, unselfish love, was the life of His soul. It is
as we behold Him, as the light from our Saviour falls upon us, that we see the sinfulness of our
own hearts.
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