Day 67
Text or Readings
DA pg 108
Jacob had been guilty of a great sin in his conduct toward Esau; but he had repented. His
transgression had been forgiven, and his sin purged; therefore he could endure the revelation of
God's presence. But wherever men came before God while willfully cherishing evil, they were
destroyed. At the second advent of Christ the wicked shall be consumed "with the Spirit of His
mouth," and destroyed "with the brightness of His coming." 2 Thess. 2:8. The light of the glory of
God, which imparts life to the righteous, will slay the wicked.
In the time of John the Baptist, Christ was about to appear as the revealer of the character of
God. His very presence would make manifest to men their sin. Only as they were willing to be
purged from sin could they enter into fellowship with Him. Only the pure in heart could abide in
His presence.
Thus the Baptist declared God's message to Israel. Many gave heed to his instruction. Many
sacrificed all in order to obey. Multitudes followed this new teacher from place to place, and not
a few cherished the hope that he might be the Messiah. But as John saw the people turning to
him, he sought every opportunity of directing their faith to Him who was to come.
SC pgs 29-30
When the prophet Daniel beheld the glory surrounding the heavenly messenger that was sent
unto him, he was overwhelmed with a sense of his own weakness and imperfection. Describing
the effect of the wonderful scene, he says, "There remained no strength in me: for my
comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength." Daniel 10:8. The soul
thus touched will hate its selfishness, abhor its self-love, and will seek, through Christ's
righteousness, for the purity of heart that is in harmony with the law of God and the character of
Christ.
Paul says that as "touching the righteousness which is in the law"--as far as outward acts were
concerned --he was "blameless" (Philippians 3:6); but when the spiritual character of the law
was discerned, he saw himself a sinner. Judged by the letter of the law as men apply it to the
outward life, he had abstained from sin; but when he looked into the depths of its holy precepts,
and saw himself as God saw him, he bowed in humiliation and confessed his guilt. He says, "I
was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died."
Romans 7:9. When he saw the spiritual nature of the law, sin appeared in its true hideousness,
and his self-esteem was gone.
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