Day 72
Text or Readings
DA pg 113
And the word that was spoken to Jesus at the Jordan, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased," embraces humanity. God spoke to Jesus as our representative. With all our sins
and weaknesses, we are not cast aside as worthless. "He hath made us accepted in the
Beloved." Eph. 1:6. The glory that rested upon Christ is a pledge of the love of God for us. It
tells us of the power of prayer,--how the human voice may reach the ear of God, and our
petitions find acceptance in the courts of heaven. By sin, earth was cut off from heaven, and
alienated from its communion; but Jesus has connected it again with the sphere of glory. His
love has encircled man, and reached the highest heaven. The light which fell from the open
portals upon the head of our Saviour will fall upon us as we pray for help to resist temptation.
The voice which spoke to Jesus says to every believing soul, This is My beloved child, in whom
I am well pleased.
"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is." 1 John
3:2. Our Redeemer has opened the way so that the most sinful, the most needy, the most
oppressed and despised, may find access to the Father. All may have a home in the mansions
which Jesus has gone to prepare. "These things saith He that is holy, He that is true, He that
hath the key of David, He that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man
openeth; . . . behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it." Rev. 3:7, 8.
SC pgs 30-31
The poor publican who prayed, "God be merciful to me a sinner" (Luke 18:13), regarded himself
as a very wicked man, and others looked upon him in the same light; but he felt his need, and
with his burden of guilt and shame he came before God, asking for His mercy. His heart was
open for the Spirit of God to do its gracious work and set him free from the power of sin. The
Pharisee's boastful, self-righteous prayer showed that his heart was closed against the
influence of the Holy Spirit. Because of his distance from God, he had no sense of his own
defilement, in contrast with the perfection of the divine holiness. He felt no need, and he
received nothing.
If you see your sinfulness, do not wait to make yourself better. How many there are who think
they are not good enough to come to Christ. Do you expect to become better through your own
efforts? "Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do
good, that are accustomed to do evil." Jeremiah 13:23. There is help for us only in God. We
must not wait for stronger persuasions, for better opportunities, or for holier tempers. We can do
nothing of ourselves. We must come to Christ just as we are.
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