Day 42
Text or Readings
Luke 2:41-52

His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And
when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the
custom of the feast. When they had finished the days, as they returned, the
Boy Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not
know it; but supposing Him to have been in the company, they went a day’s
journey, and sought Him among their relatives and acquaintances. So when
they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. Now so it was
that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the
teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. And all who
heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers. So when they
saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why have
You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.”
And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be
about My Father’s business?” But they did not understand the statement
which He spoke to them. Then He went down with them and came to
Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother kept all these things in her
heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and
men.
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Having sprinkled the doorposts with the blood of the slain lamb, they were to eat the lamb,
roasted, with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. "And thus shall ye eat it," He said, "with your
loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it
is the Lord's passover." Ex. 12:11. At midnight all the first-born of the Egyptians were slain.
Then the king sent to Israel the message, "Rise up, and get you forth from among my people; . .
. and go, serve the Lord, as ye have said." Ex. 12:31. The Hebrews went out from Egypt an
independent nation. The Lord had commanded that the Passover should be yearly kept. "It shall
come to pass," He said, "when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this service?
that ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the Lord's passover, who passed over the houses of the
children of Israel in Egypt, when He smote the Egyptians." Thus from generation to generation
the story of this wonderful deliverance was to be repeated.
The Passover was followed by the seven days' feast of unleavened bread. On the second day
of the feast, the first fruits of the year's harvest, a sheaf of barley, was presented before the
Lord. All the ceremonies of the feast were types of the work of Christ. The deliverance of Israel
from Egypt was an object lesson of redemption, which the Passover was intended to keep in
memory. The slain lamb, the unleavened bread, the sheaf of first fruits, represented the Saviour.
With most of the people in the days of Christ, the observance of this feast had degenerated into
formalism. But what was its significance to the Son of God!
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