Day 46

Text or Readings
DA pgs 82-83

As His mission had opened to Jesus in the temple, He shrank from contact with the multitude.
He wished to return from Jerusalem in quietness, with those who knew the secret of His life. By
the paschal service, God was seeking to call His people away from their worldly cares, and to
remind them of His wonderful work in their deliverance from Egypt. In this work He desired them
to see a promise of deliverance from sin. As the blood of the slain lamb sheltered the homes of
Israel, so the blood of Christ was to save their souls; but they could be saved through Christ
only as by faith they should make His life their own. There was virtue in the symbolic service
only as it directed the worshipers to Christ as their personal Saviour. God desired that they
should be led to prayerful study and meditation in regard to Christ's mission. But as the
multitudes left Jerusalem, the excitement of travel and social intercourse too often absorbed
their attention, and the service they had witnessed was forgotten. The Saviour was not attracted
to their company.

As Joseph and Mary should return from Jerusalem alone with Jesus, He hoped to direct their
minds to the prophecies of the suffering Saviour. Upon Calvary He sought to lighten His
mother's grief. He was thinking of her now. Mary was to witness His last agony, and Jesus
desired her to understand His mission, that she might be strengthened to endure, when the
sword should pierce through her soul. As Jesus had been separated from her, and she had
sought Him sorrowing three days, so when He should be offered up for the sins of the world, He
would again be lost to her for three days. And as He should come forth from the tomb, her
sorrow would again be turned to joy. But how much better she could have borne the anguish of
His death if she had understood the Scriptures to which He was now trying to turn her thoughts!

If Joseph and Mary had stayed their minds upon God by meditation and prayer, they would
have realized the sacredness of their trust, and would not have lost sight of Jesus. By one day's
neglect they lost the Saviour; but it cost them three days of anxious search to find Him. So with
us; by idle talk, evilspeaking, or neglect of prayer, we may in one day lose the Saviour's
presence, and it may take many days of sorrowful search to find Him, and regain the peace that
we have lost.

SC pg 20

This is the same figure to which Christ referred in His conversation with Nathanael, when He
said, "Ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the
Son of man." John 1:51. In the apostasy, man alienated himself from God; earth was cut off
from heaven. Across the gulf that lay between, there could be no communion. But through
Christ, earth is again linked with heaven. With His own merits, Christ has bridged the gulf which
sin had made, so that the ministering angels can hold communion with man. Christ connects
fallen man in his weakness and helplessness with the Source of infinite power.
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