Day 47
Text or Readings
DA pg 83
In our association with one another, we should take heed lest we forget Jesus, and pass along
unmindful that He is not with us. When we become absorbed in worldly things so that we have
no thought for Him in whom our hope of eternal life is centered, we separate ourselves from
Jesus and from the heavenly angels. These holy beings cannot remain where the Saviour's
presence is not desired, and His absence is not marked. This is why discouragement so often
exists among the professed followers of Christ.
Many attend religious services, and are refreshed and comforted by the word of God; but
through neglect of meditation, watchfulness, and prayer, they lose the blessing, and find
themselves more destitute than before they received it. Often they feel that God has dealt hardly
with them. They do not see that the fault is their own. By separating themselves from Jesus,
they have shut away the light of His presence.
It would be well for us to spend a thoughtful hour each day in contemplation of the life of Christ.
We should take it point by point, and let the imagination grasp each scene, especially the
closing ones. As we thus dwell upon His great sacrifice for us, our confidence in Him will be
more constant, our love will be quickened, and we shall be more deeply imbued with His spirit. If
we would be saved at last, we must learn the lesson of penitence and humiliation at the foot of
the cross.
As we associate together, we may be a blessing to one another. If we are Christ's, our sweetest
thoughts will be of Him. We shall love to talk of Him; and as we speak to one another of His
love, our hearts will be softened by divine influences. Beholding the beauty of His character, we
shall be "changed into the same image from glory to glory." 2 Cor. 3:18.
SC pg 21
But in vain are men's dreams of progress, in vain all efforts for the uplifting of humanity, if they
neglect the one Source of hope and help for the fallen race. "Every good gift and every perfect
gift" (James 1:17) is from God. There is no true excellence of character apart from Him. And the
only way to God is Christ. He says, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by Me." John 14:6.
The heart of God yearns over His earthly children with a love stronger than death. In giving up
His Son, He has poured out to us all heaven in one gift. The Saviour's life and death and
intercession, the ministry of angels, the pleading of the Spirit, the Father working above and
through all, the unceasing interest of heavenly beings,--all are enlisted in behalf of man's
redemption.
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