Day 50
Text or Readings
DA pgs 87-88
Jesus worked to relieve every case of suffering that He saw. He had little money to give, but He
often denied Himself of food in order to relieve those who appeared more needy than He. His
brothers felt that His influence went far to counteract theirs. He possessed a tact which none of
them had, or desired to have. When they spoke harshly to poor, degraded beings, Jesus sought
out these very ones, and spoke to them words of encouragement. To those who were in need
He would give a cup of cold water, and would quietly place His own meal in their hands. As He
relieved their sufferings, the truths He taught were associated with His acts of mercy, and were
thus riveted in the memory.
All this displeased His brothers. Being older than Jesus, they felt that He should be under their
dictation. They charged Him with thinking Himself superior to them, and reproved Him for setting
Himself above their teachers and the priests and rulers of the people. Often they threatened and
tried to intimidate Him; but He passed on, making the Scriptures His guide.
Jesus loved His brothers, and treated them with unfailing kindness; but they were jealous of
Him, and manifested the most decided unbelief and contempt. They could not understand His
conduct. Great contradictions presented themselves in Jesus. He was the divine Son of God,
and yet a helpless child. The Creator of the worlds, the earth was His possession, and yet
poverty marked His life experience at every step. He possessed a dignity and individuality
wholly distinct from earthly pride and assumption; He did not strive for worldly greatness, and in
even the lowliest position He was content. This angered His brothers. They could not account
for His constant serenity under trial and deprivation. They did not know that for our sake He had
become poor, that we "through His poverty might be rich." 2 Cor. 8:9. They could understand
the mystery of His mission no more than the friends of Job could understand his humiliation and
suffering.
Jesus was misunderstood by His brothers because He was not like them. His standard was not
their standard. In looking to men they had turned away from God, and they had not His power in
their lives. The forms of religion which they observed could not transform the character. They
paid "tithe of mint and anise and cummin," but omitted "the weightier matters of the law,
judgment, mercy, and faith." Matt. 23:23. The example of Jesus was to them a continual
irritation. He hated but one thing in the world, and that was sin. He could not witness a wrong
act without pain which it was impossible to disguise. Between the formalists, whose sanctity of
appearance concealed the love of sin, and a character in which zeal for God's glory was always
paramount, the contrast was unmistakable. Because the life of Jesus condemned evil, He was
opposed, both at home and abroad. His unselfishness and integrity were commented on with a
sneer. His forbearance and kindness were termed cowardice.
SC pg 22
Shall we not regard the mercy of God? What more could He do? Let us place ourselves in right
relation to Him who has loved us with amazing love. Let us avail ourselves of the means
provided for us that we may be transformed into His likeness, and be restored to fellowship with
the ministering angels, to harmony and communion with the Father and the Son.
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