Day 51
Text or Readings
DA pgs 88-89
Of the bitterness that falls to the lot of humanity, there was no part which Christ did not taste.
There were those who tried to cast contempt upon Him because of His birth, and even in His
childhood He had to meet their scornful looks and evil whisperings. If He had responded by an
impatient word or look, if He had conceded to His brothers by even one wrong act, He would
have failed of being a perfect example. Thus He would have failed of carrying out the plan for
our redemption. Had He even admitted that there could be an excuse for sin, Satan would have
triumphed, and the world would have been lost. This is why the tempter worked to make His life
as trying as possible, that He might be led to sin.
But to every temptation He had one answer, "It is written." He rarely rebuked any wrongdoing of
His brothers, but He had a word from God to speak to them. Often He was accused of
cowardice for refusing to unite with them in some forbidden act; but His answer was, It is
written, "The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding." Job
28:28.
There were some who sought His society, feeling at peace in His presence; but many avoided
Him, because they were rebuked by His stainless life. Young companions urged Him to do as
they did. He was bright and cheerful; they enjoyed His presence, and welcomed His ready
suggestions; but they were impatient at His scruples, and pronounced Him narrow and straitlaced. Jesus answered, It is written, "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking
heed thereto according to Thy word." "Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin
against Thee." Ps. 119:9, 11.
SC pg 23

CHAPTER 3

Repentance
How shall a man be just with God? How shall the sinner be made righteous? It is only through
Christ that we can be brought into harmony with God, with holiness; but how are we to come to
Christ? Many are asking the same question as did the multitude on the Day of Pentecost, when,
convicted of sin, they cried out, "What shall we do?" The first word of Peter's answer was,
"Repent." Acts 2:37, 38. At another time, shortly after, he said, "Repent, . . . and be converted,
that your sins may be blotted out." Acts 3:19.
Repentance includes sorrow for sin and a turning away from it. We shall not renounce sin
unless we see its sinfulness; until we turn away from it in heart, there will be no real change in
the life.
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