Day 53
Text or Readings
DA pg 90
The life of Christ was marked with respect and love for His mother. Mary believed in her heart
that the holy child born of her was the long-promised Messiah, yet she dared not express her
faith. Throughout His life on earth she was a partaker in His sufferings. She witnessed with
sorrow the trials brought upon Him in His childhood and youth. By her vindication of what she
knew to be right in His conduct, she herself was brought into trying positions. She looked upon
the associations of the home, and the mother's tender watchcare over her children, as of vital
importance in the formation of character. The sons and daughters of Joseph knew this, and by
appealing to her anxiety, they tried to correct the practices of Jesus according to their standard.
Mary often remonstrated with Jesus, and urged Him to conform to the usages of the rabbis. But
He could not be persuaded to change His habits of contemplating the works of God and seeking
to alleviate the suffering of men or even of dumb animals. When the priests and teachers
required Mary's aid in controlling Jesus, she was greatly troubled; but peace came to her heart
as He presented the statements of Scripture upholding His practices.
At times she wavered between Jesus and His brothers, who did not believe that He was the
Sent of God; but evidence was abundant that His was a divine character. She saw Him
sacrificing Himself for the good of others. His presence brought a purer atmosphere into the
home, and His life was as leaven working amid the elements of society. Harmless and
undefiled, He walked among the thoughtless, the rude, the uncourteous; amid the unjust
publicans, the reckless prodigals, the unrighteous Samaritans, the heathen soldiers, the rough
peasants, and the mixed multitude. He spoke a word of sympathy here and a word there, as He
saw men weary, yet compelled to bear heavy burdens. He shared their burdens, and repeated
to them the lessons He had learned from nature, of the love, the kindness, the goodness of
God.
SC pg 24
The confession was forced from his guilty soul by an awful sense of condemnation and a fearful
looking for of judgment. The consequences that were to result to him filled him with terror, but
there was no deep, heartbreaking grief in his soul, that he had betrayed the spotless Son of God
and denied the Holy One of Israel. Pharaoh, when suffering under the judgments of God,
acknowledged his sin in order to escape further punishment, but returned to his defiance of
Heaven as soon as the plagues were stayed. These all lamented the results of sin, but did not
sorrow for the sin itself.
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