Day 55
Text or Readings
Mark 1:2-8

As it is written in the Prophets: “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face,
Who will prepare Your way before You.” “The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’ ” John came
baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins. Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out
to him and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his waist,
and he ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “There comes One
after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop
down and loose. “I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.”

SC pgs 24-26
The prayer of David after his fall, illustrates the nature of true sorrow for sin. His repentance was
sincere and deep. There was no effort to palliate his guilt; no desire to escape the judgment
threatened, inspired his prayer. David saw the enormity of his transgression; he saw the
defilement of his soul; he loathed his sin. It was not for pardon only that he prayed, but for purity
of heart. He longed for the joy of holiness--to be restored to harmony and communion with God.
This was the language of his soul:
"Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto
whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no guile." Psalm 32:1, 2.
"Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy loving-kindness: According unto the multitude
of Thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. . . . For I acknowledge my transgressions:
and my sin is ever before me. . . . Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I
shall be whiter than snow. . . . Create in me a clean heart, O God; And renew a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto
me the joy of Thy salvation; And uphold me with Thy free spirit. . . . Deliver me from
bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salvation: And my tongue shall sing aloud of Thy
righteousness." Psalm 51:1-14.
A repentance such as this, is beyond the reach of our own power to accomplish; it is obtained
only from Christ, who ascended up on high and has given gifts unto men.
Just here is a point on which many may err, and hence they fail of receiving the help that Christ
desires to give them. They think that they cannot come to Christ unless they first repent, and
that repentance prepares for the forgiveness of their sins. It is true that repentance does
precede the forgiveness of sins; for it is only the broken and contrite heart that will feel the need
of a Saviour. But must the sinner wait till he has repented before he can come to Jesus? Is
repentance to be made an obstacle between the sinner and the Saviour?
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