Day 56
Text or Readings
Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,
and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” For this is he
who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: “The voice of one crying in
the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’ ”
Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem, all Judea,
and all the region around the Jordan went out to him and were baptized by
him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “Brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? “Therefore bear
fruits worthy of repentance, “and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children
to Abraham from these stones. “I indeed baptize you with water unto
repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals
I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. “His
winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing
floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.”

Mark 1:2-8

As it is written in the Prophets: “Behold, I send My messenger before Your
face, Who will prepare Your way before You.” “The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’ ” John
came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for
the remission of sins. Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem,
went out to him and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached,
saying, “There comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal
strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose. “I indeed baptized you with
water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

SC pg 26
The Bible does not teach that the sinner must repent before he can heed the invitation of Christ,
"Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest." Matthew 11:28.
It is the virtue that goes forth from Christ, that leads to genuine repentance. Peter made the
matter clear in his statement to the Israelites when he said, "Him hath God exalted with His right
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins."
Acts 5:31. We can no more repent without the Spirit of Christ to awaken the conscience than we
can be pardoned without Christ. { 26.2}
Christ is the source of every right impulse. He is the only one that can implant in the heart
enmity against sin. Every desire for truth and purity, every conviction of our own sinfulness, is
an evidence that His Spirit is moving upon our hearts.

2017_Daily Devotional_MVC

56

