Day 61
Text or Readings
DA pgs 102-103
But the life of John was not spent in idleness, in ascetic gloom, or in selfish isolation. From time
to time he went forth to mingle with men; and he was ever an interested observer of what was
passing in the world. From his quiet retreat he watched the unfolding of events. With vision
illuminated by the divine Spirit he studied the characters of men, that he might understand how
to reach their hearts with the message of heaven. The burden of his mission was upon him. In
solitude, by meditation and prayer, he sought to gird up his soul for the lifework before him.
Although in the wilderness, he was not exempt from temptation. So far as possible, he closed
every avenue by which Satan could enter, yet he was still assailed by the tempter. But his
spiritual perceptions were clear; he had developed strength and decision of character, and
through the aid of the Holy Spirit he was able to detect Satan's approaches, and to resist his
power.
John found in the wilderness his school and his sanctuary. Like Moses amid the mountains of
Midian, he was shut in by God's presence, and surrounded by the evidences of His power. It
was not his lot to dwell, as did Israel's great leader, amid the solemn majesty of the mountain
solitudes; but before him were the heights of Moab, beyond Jordan, speaking of Him who had
set fast the mountains, and girded them with strength. The gloomy and terrible aspect of nature
in his wilderness home vividly pictured the condition of Israel. The fruitful vineyard of the Lord
had become a desolate waste. But above the desert the heavens bent bright and beautiful. The
clouds that gathered, dark with tempest, were arched by the rainbow of promise. So above
Israel's degradation shone the promised glory of the Messiah's reign. The clouds of wrath were
spanned by the rainbow of His covenant-mercy.
Alone in the silent night he read God's promise to Abraham of a seed numberless as the stars.
The light of dawn, gilding the mountains of Moab, told of Him who should be as "the light of the
morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds." 2 Sam. 23:4. And in the
brightness of noontide he saw the splendor of His manifestation, when "the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together." Isa. 40:5.
SC pg 27
It is true that men sometimes become ashamed of their sinful ways, and give up some of their
evil habits, before they are conscious that they are being drawn to Christ. But whenever they
make an effort to reform, from a sincere desire to do right, it is the power of Christ that is
drawing them. An influence of which they are unconscious works upon the soul, and the
conscience is quickened, and the outward life is amended. And as Christ draws them to look
upon His cross, to behold Him whom their sins have pierced, the commandment comes home to
the conscience. The wickedness of their life, the deep-seated sin of the soul, is revealed to
them. They begin to comprehend something of the righteousness of Christ, and exclaim, "What
is sin, that it should require such a sacrifice for the redemption of its victim? Was all this love, all
this suffering, all this humiliation, demanded, that we might not perish, but have everlasting life?"
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