Day 25
Text or Readings
DA pg 55
As Simeon enters the temple, he sees a family presenting their first-born son before the priest.
Their appearance bespeaks poverty; but Simeon understands the warnings of the Spirit, and he
is deeply impressed that the infant being presented to the Lord is the Consolation of Israel, the
One he has longed to see. To the astonished priest, Simeon appears like a man enraptured.
The child has been returned to Mary, and he takes it in his arms and presents it to God, while a
joy that he has never before felt enters his soul. As he lifts the infant Saviour toward heaven, he
says, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word: for mine eyes
have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel."
The spirit of prophecy was upon this man of God, and while Joseph and Mary stood by,
wondering at his words, he blessed them, and said unto Mary, "Behold, this child is set for the
fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against; (yea, a
sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be
revealed."
Anna also, a prophetess, came in and confirmed Simeon's testimony concerning Christ. As
Simeon spoke, her face lighted up with the glory of God, and she poured out her heartfelt
thanks that she had been permitted to behold Christ the Lord.
These humble worshipers had not studied the prophecies in vain. But those who held positions
as rulers and priests in Israel, though they too had before them the precious utterances of
prophecy, were not walking in the way of the Lord, and their eyes were not open to behold the
Light of life.
SC pg 15
The price paid for our redemption, the infinite sacrifice of our heavenly Father in giving His Son
to die for us, should give us exalted conceptions of what we may become through Christ. As the
inspired apostle John beheld the height, the depth, the breadth of the Father's love toward the
perishing race, he was filled with adoration and reverence; and, failing to find suitable language
in which to express the greatness and tenderness of this love, he called upon the world to
behold it. "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God." 1 John 3:1. What a value this places upon man! Through transgression
the sons of man become subjects of Satan. Through faith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ the
sons of Adam may become the sons of God. By assuming human nature, Christ elevates
humanity. Fallen men are placed where, through connection with Christ, they may indeed
become worthy of the name "sons of God."
Such love is without a parallel. Children of the heavenly King! Precious promise! Theme for the
most profound meditation! The matchless love of God for a world that did not love Him! The
thought has a subduing power upon the soul and brings the mind into captivity to the will of God.
The more we study the divine character in the light of the cross, the more we see mercy,
tenderness, and forgiveness blended with equity and justice, and the more clearly we discern
innumerable evidences of a love that is infinite and a tender pity surpassing a mother's yearning
sympathy for her wayward child.
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