Day 29
Text or Readings

Matthew 2:14-23

When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and
departed for Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying,
“Out of Egypt I called My Son.” Then Herod, when he saw that he was
deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and
put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its
districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he
had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken
by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: “A voice was heard in Ramah,
Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children, Refusing to be comforted, Because they are no more.” Now
when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream
to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother,
and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s life
are dead.” Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and
came into the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was
reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.
And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of
Galilee. And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a
Nazarene.”

Luke 2: 39, 40

So when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord,
they returned to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. And the Child grew
and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was
upon Him.

SC pgs 17-18
In his sinless state, man held joyful communion with Him "in whom are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge." Colossians 2:3. But after his sin, he could no longer find joy in
holiness, and he sought to hide from the presence of God. Such is still the condition of the
unrenewed heart. It is not in harmony with God, and finds no joy in communion with Him. The
sinner could not be happy in God's presence; he would shrink from the companionship of holy
beings. Could he be permitted to enter heaven, it would have no joy for him. The spirit of
unselfish love that reigns there --every heart responding to the heart of Infinite Love -- would
touch no answering chord in his soul. His thoughts, his interests, his motives, would be alien to
those that actuate the sinless dwellers there. He would be a discordant note in the melody of
heaven. Heaven would be to him a place of torture; he would long to be hidden from Him who is
its light, and the center of its joy. It is no arbitrary decree on the part of God that excludes the
wicked from heaven; they are shut out by their own unfitness for its companionship. The glory of
God would be to them a consuming fire. They would welcome destruction, that they might be
hidden from the face of Him who died to redeem them.
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