Day 36
Text or Readings
DA pgs 69-70
From the earliest times the faithful in Israel had given much care to the education of the youth.
The Lord had directed that even from babyhood the children should be taught of His goodness
and His greatness, especially as revealed in His law, and shown in the history of Israel. Song
and prayer and lessons from the Scriptures were to be adapted to the opening mind. Fathers
and mothers were to instruct their children that the law of God is an expression of His character,
and that as they received the principles of the law into the heart, the image of God was traced
on mind and soul. Much of the teaching was oral; but the youth also learned to read the Hebrew
writings; and the parchment rolls of the Old Testament Scriptures were open to their study.
In the days of Christ the town or city that did not provide for the religious instruction of the young
was regarded as under the curse of God. Yet the teaching had become formal. Tradition had in
a great degree supplanted the Scriptures. True education would lead the youth to "seek the
Lord, if haply they might feel after Him, and find Him." Acts 17:27. But the Jewish teachers gave
their attention to matters of ceremony. The mind was crowded with material that was worthless
to the learner, and that would not be recognized in the higher school of the courts above. The
experience which is obtained through a personal acceptance of God's word had no place in the
educational system. Absorbed in the round of externals, the students found no quiet hours to
spend with God. They did not hear His voice speaking to the heart. In their search after
knowledge, they turned away from the Source of wisdom. The great essentials of the service of
God were neglected. The principles of the law were obscured. That which was regarded as
superior education was the greatest hindrance to real development. Under the training of the
rabbis the powers of the youth were repressed. Their minds became cramped and narrow.
The child Jesus did not receive instruction in the synagogue schools. His mother was His first
human teacher. From her lips and from the scrolls of the prophets, He learned of heavenly
things. The very words which He Himself had spoken to Moses for Israel He was now taught at
His mother's knee. As He advanced from childhood to youth, He did not seek the schools of the
rabbis. He needed not the education to be obtained from such sources; for God was His
instructor.
SC pg 18
It is impossible for us, of ourselves, to escape from the pit of sin in which we are sunken. Our
hearts are evil, and we cannot change them. "Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?
not one." "The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be." Job 14:4; Romans 8:7. Education, culture, the exercise of the will, human effort,
all have their proper sphere, but here they are powerless. They may produce an outward
correctness of behavior, but they cannot change the heart; they cannot purify the springs of life.
There must be a power working from within, a new life from above, before men can be changed
from sin to holiness. That power is Christ. His grace alone can quicken the lifeless faculties of
the soul, and attract it to God, to holiness.
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