Day 39
Text or Readings
DA pg 73
Throughout His life on earth, Jesus was an earnest and constant worker. He expected much;
therefore He attempted much. After He had entered on His ministry, He said, "I must work the
works of Him that sent Me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work." John 9:4.
Jesus did not shirk care and responsibility, as do many who profess to be His followers. It is
because they seek to evade this discipline that so many are weak and inefficient. They may
possess precious and amiable traits, but they are nerveless and almost useless when difficulties
are to be met or obstacles surmounted. The positiveness and energy, the solidity and strength
of character, manifested in Christ are to be developed in us, through the same discipline that He
endured. And the grace that He received is for us.
So long as He lived among men, our Saviour shared the lot of the poor. He knew by experience
their cares and hardships, and He could comfort and encourage all humble workers. Those who
have a true conception of the teaching of His life will never feel that a distinction must be made
between classes, that the rich are to be honored above the worthy poor.
Jesus carried into His labor cheerfulness and tact. It requires much patience and spirituality to
bring Bible religion into the home life and into the workshop, to bear the strain of worldly
business, and yet keep the eye single to the glory of God. This is where Christ was a helper. He
was never so full of worldly care as to have no time or thought for heavenly things. Often He
expressed the gladness of His heart by singing psalms and heavenly songs. Often the dwellers
in Nazareth heard His voice raised in praise and thanksgiving to God. He held communion with
heaven in song; and as His companions complained of weariness from labor, they were
cheered by the sweet melody from His lips. His praise seemed to banish the evil angels, and,
like incense, fill the place with fragrance. The minds of His hearers were carried away from their
earthly exile, to the heavenly home.
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It is not enough to perceive the loving-kindness of God, to see the benevolence, the fatherly
tenderness, of His character. It is not enough to discern the wisdom and justice of His law, to
see that it is founded upon the eternal principle of love. Paul the apostle saw all this when he
exclaimed, "I consent unto the law that it is good." "The law is holy, and the commandment holy,
and just, and good." But he added, in the bitterness of his soul-anguish and despair, "I am
carnal, sold under sin." Romans 7:16, 12, 14. He longed for the purity, the righteousness, to
which in himself he was powerless to attain, and cried out, "O wretched man that I am! who
shall deliver me from this body of death?" Romans 7:24, margin. Such is the cry that has gone
up from burdened hearts in all lands and in all ages. To all, there is but one answer, "Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." John 1:29.
Many are the figures by which the Spirit of God has sought to illustrate this truth, and make it
plain to souls that long to be freed from the burden of guilt. When, after his sin in deceiving
Esau, Jacob fled from his father's home, he was weighed down with a sense of guilt.
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