Day 18
Text or Readings
DA pg 44
With amazement the heavenly messengers beheld the indifference of that people whom God
had called to communicate to the world the light of sacred truth. The Jewish nation had been
preserved as a witness that Christ was to be born of the seed of Abraham and of David's line;
yet they knew not that His coming was now at hand. In the temple the morning and the evening
sacrifice daily pointed to the Lamb of God; yet even here was no preparation to receive Him.
The priests and teachers of the nation knew not that the greatest event of the ages was about to
take place. They rehearsed their meaningless prayers, and performed the rites of worship to be
seen by men, but in their strife for riches and worldly honor they were not prepared for the
revelation of the Messiah. The same indifference pervaded the land of Israel. Hearts selfish and
world-engrossed were untouched by the joy that thrilled all heaven. Only a few were longing to
behold the Unseen. To these heaven's embassy was sent.
Angels attend Joseph and Mary as they journey from their home in Nazareth to the city of
David. The decree of imperial Rome for the enrollment of the peoples of her vast dominion has
extended to the dwellers among the hills of Galilee. As in old time Cyrus was called to the
throne of the world's empire that he might set free the captives of the Lord, so Caesar Augustus
is made the agent for the fulfillment of God's purpose in bringing the mother of Jesus to
Bethlehem. She is of the lineage of David, and the Son of David must be born in David's city.
Out of Bethlehem, said the prophet, "shall He come forth . . . that is to be ruler in Israel; whose
goings forth have been from of old, from the days of eternity." Micah 5:2, margin. But in the city
of their royal line, Joseph and Mary are unrecognized and unhonored. Weary and homeless,
they traverse the entire length of the narrow street, from the gate of the city to the eastern
extremity of the town, vainly seeking a resting place for the night. There is no room for them at
the crowded inn. In a rude building where the beasts are sheltered, they at last find refuge, and
here the Redeemer of the world is born.

SC pgs 13-14
But this great sacrifice was not made in order to create in the Father's heart a love for man, not
to make Him willing to save. No, no! "God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten
Son." John 3:16. The Father loves us, not because of the great propitiation, but He provided the
propitiation because He loves us. Christ was the medium through which He could pour out His
infinite love upon a fallen world. "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself." 2
Corinthians 5:19. God suffered with His Son. In the agony of Gethsemane, the death of Calvary,
the heart of Infinite Love paid the price of our redemption.
Jesus said, "Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it
again." John 10:17. That is, "My Father has so loved you that He even loves Me more for giving
My life to redeem you. In becoming your Substitute and Surety, by surrendering My life, by
taking your liabilities, your transgressions, I am endeared to My Father; for by My sacrifice, God
can be just, and yet the Justifier of him who believeth in Jesus."
None but the Son of God could accomplish our redemption; for only He who was in the bosom
of the Father could declare Him. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God
could make it manifest. Nothing less than the infinite sacrifice made by Christ in behalf of fallen
man could express the Father's love to lost humanity.
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